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XXXV.—WNotes on the Trochilide. The Genus Helianthea. 
By D. G. Error, F.L.S., F.Z.8., &e. 


Tur genus Helianthea is composed at the present time of eight 
species, two of which, however, should perhaps only rank as geo- 
graphical races. The members of the genus are, with one excep- 
tion, rather large birds, possessing long, straight, very acute 
bills, and constitute a well-defined group of the Trochilide. 
From the great rarity of the majority of the species, they are 
not well known, but few collections possessing specimens of 
more than three species; and at present no collection, except 
my own, that I am aware of, contains all the species known. 
All the males have a luminous mark upon the forehead, and 
also one upon the throat, these distinctive characters being 
less circumscribed in H. asaacsont, which has the throat gene- 
rally luminous. 

The group may be divided into three Rector’ as follows :— 


Rump and underpart exceedingly luminous. 


1. Tail steel-black, rump metallic green .......... wee H. wsaacsoni. 

2. Tail brownish black, rump metallic blue............ H. typica, 

3. Tail green, rump metallic golden yellow............ H. bonaparti. 

4, Tail cinnamon tipped with green ....sesesessereres H, eos. 
Rump not luminous, underparts slightly metallic. 

5, Tail greenish brown, yellow patch on secondaries. ... H, lutetia. 

Underparts buff. 

6. Tail rufous, white band across breast .............. H. violifera. 

7. Tail bright buff tipped with green, breast green .... H. osculans. 

8, Tail with a broad terminal band of green .......... H. dichroura. 


All the species are natives of the Andes, dwelling for the 
chief part amid their loftier heights, on both sides of the 
equator. The locality of H. isaacsoni is unknown, the speci- 
men in my collection, and one in the museum at Liverpool, 
being all that have ever been procured. H. lutetie is a native 
of Ecuador, but isnot found nearer Quito than the valleys of 
Lloa and Pelogalli. H. typica is a native of Columbia, very 
common about Bogota. H. eos is found in the vicinity of 
Merida, in Venezuela, which at present is its only known lo- 
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eality. H. bonapartii is to be met with in Columbia, and is fre- 
quently obtained near Bogota. H. violifera has only been 
brought twice to Europe, the first time by Warszewiez, the 
discoverer of so many new species of this beautiful family. 
He stated that he procured his specimens near Chulimani, 
among the mountains, in Bolivia. Lately Mr. Buckley has 
rediscovered the species and brought specimens from Undavi, 
in the same country. H. osculans was obtained by Mr. 
Whitely at Cachupata, in Peru, at an altitude of 11,000 
feet; and H. dichroura by M. Jelski at Maraynioc, Peru, 
a place among the lofty mountain-ranges behind Lima. 
I propose to arrange the species as follows :— 


HELIANTHEA ISAACSONI. 


Ornysmia isaacsoni, Parz. Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 95. 

Eriocnemis isaacsoni, Gould, Mon: Troch. vol. iv. pl. 272; 
Id. Intr. Troch. p. 144, sp. 801. 

This bird, first described by M. Parzudaki, as above cited, 
has always been included among the members of the genus 
Eriocnemis, and as such was figured by Mr. Gould in his 
monograph of the family. Its extreme rarity prevented orni- 
thologists generally from forming an opinion as to its proper 
position in the Trochilide; but on receiving the specimen 
now in my collection, I saw that it was not an Eriocnemis, 
but more properly belonged to the present genus. It might 
be, perhaps, correct to make it the type of a new genus; but 
as I am adverse to the multiplication of these divisions, too 
many of which have been already established on insufficient 
grounds, I prefer to place the species in Helianthea, with 
which it appears to have a very close alliance. It is at once 
separated from Eriocnemis by wanting the conspicuous tufts 
on the tarsi, so marked a character in all the members of 
that genus, and in the form of the bill and general colora- 
tion of its plumage shows its affinity to Helianithea. As it is 
so rare a species, a description may not be out of place; and 
I therefore add that of my specimen. 

Upper part of head dark metallic green, a small spot of 
very luminous metallic light grass-green upon the forehead 


333 Mr. D. G. Elliot on the Trochilidæ. 


at the base of the maxilla. Back grass-green inclined to 
bronze in certain lights. Wings like the back; primaries 
purplish brown. Rump and upper tail-coverts a peculiarly 
brilliant metallic grass-green, with bronze reflections in certain 
lights. Entire throat brilliant grass-green, like the spot on 
the forehead ; upper part of the breast metallic green, lighter 
in hue than that of the throat; rest of lower parts brilliant 
metallic light coppery bronze, changing in certain lights to a 
deep red upon the abdomen. Under tail-coverts extremely 
brilliant light grass-green. Tail brownish black, with a purple 
shade. Bill long, slender, acute, black. Tarsi covered partly 
with short white feathers. Feet black. 

Length 42 inches, wing 22, tail 2, bill 1. 

This is a very beautiful species, and no drawing could do it 
justice; even that of Mr. Gould, although executed with great 
care and all the appliances art could suggest, gives no idea of 
the brilliancy of the bird’s plumage. 

Hab. Unknown. 

My specimen is from Verreaux, ex Parzudaki? 


HELIANTHEA TYPICA. 

Ornismya helianthea, Less. Rev. Zool. 1838, p. 314. 

Helianthea typica, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 235 ; id. 
Intr. Troch. p. 130, sp. 260. 

The commonest species of the genus, being sent to Europe 
from Bogota in hundreds. A slight difference in size is 
perceptible among individuals, but not denoting any spe- 
cific value. 

I possess the following specimens, 2 3,3 9, 1 ¢ juv. from 
Columbia. 


HELIANTHEA BONAPARTII. 

Ornismya bonapartei, Boiss. Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 6. 

Helianthea bonapartei, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 236; 
id. Intr. Troch. p. 180, sp. 261. 

Hab. Columbia. 

A very beautiful species, frequently obtained from Bogota, 
and constituting, with the preceding species, the common 
members of the genus. 

I have 8 ĝ, 2 2 specimens from Columbia. 
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HELIANTHEA EOS. 

Helianthea eos, Gould, P. Z. S. 1848, p. 6; id. Mon. Troch. 
vol. iv. pl. 237; id. Intr. Troch. p. 131, sp. 262. 

Hab. Vicinity of Merida, Venezuela. 

This bird, extremely rare in collections, is closely allied to 
the H. bonapartii, but is even more brilliant than that species. 
It differs in having the breast metallic golden yellow, instead 
of green, in the larger size of the frontal and gular spots, in 
the fiery red of its undersurface, and the cinnamon-coloured 
secondaries and tail. It was first described by Gould in the 
‘Proceedings ’ of the Zoological Society, as above cited. 

The four species thus far enumerated are very luminous 
upon the flanks and abdomen; the succeeding one, H. lutetia, 
is but slightly metallic upon those parts, and apparently leads 
on to H. violifera and its allies, which are entirely destitute 
of brilliant colouring. 

I have two specimens, 1 ¢ (ex Verreaux), 13 (Goering), 
from Merida, Venezuela. 


HELIANTHEA LUTETIA, 

Trochilus lutetie, Delattre & Boure. Rev. Zool. 1846, p. 307, 
sp. 6. 

Helianthea lutetia, erit Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 238; 
id. Intr. Troch. p. 131, sp. 263. 

Hab. Ecuador and Volcano of Puracé, near Popayan. 

This species, first described by Delattre and Bourcier, as 
above cited, has long been known to ornithologists, and is 
one of the commonest species of this genus. It is easily 
recognized by its large size and conspicuous yellow patch 
upon the secondaries; and there are but few collections with- 
out examples. 

My specimens include 4 g, 1 ¢ juv. from eeo and 
1 9 from the Rio Napo. 


HELIANTHEA VIOLIFERA. 

Trochilus violifer, Gould, P. Z. S. 1846, p. 87, sp. 8. 

Helianthea violifera, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 239; 
id. Intr. Troch. p. 131, sp. 264. 

Hab. Bolivia. 
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A well-marked but rare species, differing from all those 
previously known by its non-luminous buff underparts. It 
has only been procured twice, and is a desideratum in most 
collections. 

I possess three specimens : 1 g (Warszewiez) from Bolivia ; 
l 3,1 juv. g (Buckley) from Bolivia. 


HELIANTHEA OSCULANS. 

Helianthea osculans, Gould, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 503. 

Hab. Peru. 

It is to Mr. H. Whitely that we are indebted for the discovery 
of this fine bird. He procured the few examples he sent to 
England at Cachupata, in Peru, at a height of 11,000 feet. 
It was probably migrating when he met with it, as he only 
saw it for a short time at a certain season. It is very closely 
allied to H. violifera, but is destitute of the white band across 
the breast, so conspicuous in that species, the upper part of 
the breast is a deeper green, and that hue covers a much 
larger area. The tail also is conspicuously tipped with 
bronzy green; that of H. violifera shows merely an indication 
of that colour. 

I have two specimens, 1 ĝ§, 1.8 juv. (Whitely) from Ca- 
chupata, Peru. 


HELIANTHEA DICHROURA. 

Helianthea dichroura, Taczanowski, P. Z. S. 1874, p. 138. 

This species was obtained by M. Jelski at Maraynioc, in 
the mountains behind Lima, Peru, and three specimens sent 
to M. Taczanowski, the Director of the Warsaw Museum of 
Natural History, who described it in the ‘ Proceedings’ of the 
Zoological Society, as given above. Its principal difference 
from H. osculans is in the tail, where the bronze tips of that 
species are extended in the present bird for one third the 
length of the tail-feathers, forming a very conspicuous apical 
band. Otherwise the birds are very much alike. Whether 
this mark is sufficient to constitute a specific difference, with 
my present knowledge of the bird (having only seen the three 
specimens sent over), I am unable to determine; but many 
species of the Trochilidæ have been established on much 
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slighter grounds. It looks as if it might prove to be a geo- 
graphical variety of H. osculans. 

My specimen, 3, a type (Jelski), Maraynioc, Peru, was 
presented to me by M. Taczanowski. 


XXX VI.—WNotes on the Specimens in the Berlin Museum col- 
lected by Hemprich and Ehrenberg. By H. E. DRESSER, 
F.L.S. &e., and W. T. Branrorp, F.R.S. &e. 


In September 1873 we were working conjointly at the genus 
Saxicola, and arranged to spend our holidays on the Conti- 
nent together and utilize our spare hours in examining the 
types in several of the continental museums. Most of our 
time we spent in Berlin; and when working in the museum 
in that city we thought that a critical examination of the 
types of Ehrenberg, being the collection made by Hemprich 
and Ehrenberg, which is deposited in the Berlin Museum, 
might prove of use; we therefore carefully examined them. 
We may here state that we took with us a large series of 
Warblers (Sylvude) and Chats (Saxicolidse) for comparison ; 
amongst the latter were most of Canon Tristram’s types. As 
almost all ormithologists are doubtless aware, descriptions of 
the various species considered to be new were published by 
Ehrenberg, after the death of Hemprich, in Hemprich and 
Ehrenberg’s ‘Symbolæ Physic. Aves’ (Berlin, 1829), the 
descriptions being chiefly given in footnotes to this work. 
The pages are not numbered; thus the following references 
are only to the folios :— 


Lantus nusicus, Licht., Ehr. fol. e. The type agrees 
closely with Sharpe and Dresser’s plate in the ‘ Birds of 
Europe,’ part i. 


LANIUS ISABELLINUS, Ehr. fol. e. In the collection are 
three specimens from Gumfudde and one from Arabia, all in 
winter dress, none having the red of the head developed. 


Arpra IBIS, Hasselquist, Ehr. fol. /. One specimen, 
No. 74, from Nubia, is an immature bird of Ardea bubulcus, 
No. 10132 in Gray’s ‘ Hand-list.’ 


